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8. November 2021

EYES Research Observership Programme (R.O.P)
Site verification letter 

Dear Prof. Biermasz,

This letter confirms that your site will be included in the ESE Young Endocrinologists and Scientists (EYES) Research Observership Programme (R.O.P). We thank you for your participation and anticipate that this will be a great experience for all those involved. 

The R.O.P observership programme is led by the Early Career Committee (EYES) of the European Society of Endocrinology (ESE) and allows Early Career Investigators (ECI) doing basic or translational research in Europe to grow and learn during a short, one-month stay in various European endocrinological centres. Your distinguished centre is one of six centres across Europe that have confirmed participation. 
The call for applicants will open on November 15, 2021. The selected candidates will be announced during the European Congress of Endocrinology (ECE) in Milano, Italy 21-24 May 2022. The observerships will commence as soon as possible after this. 

In order to complete the site verification process there is additional information we need to make available for the applicants:
1. Short biosketch (4 pages max). Techniques that the applicant will have the opportunity to learn in  your lab should be clearly stated in the short biosketch. Those techniques should be run in the lab on a daily basis.
Leiden University Medical Center (LUMC) 

Pituitary Center of Excellence – clinical exchange program for endocrinologist, neurosurgeons, pituitary nurses, and other MDT members. 

The LUMC pituitary center is a leading Dutch Pituitary Center, performing 150 pituitary surgeries/ year. The care path is organized according to the principles of the VBHC principles, with a dedicated overarching perioperative care path. We first chose to make an overarching care path aiming at optimizing the perioperative process with a preferred fast track (2-3 d) admission combined with daily contact with our case manager and longer admission only when needed. Now we are in the process of describing differentiated care path for various conditions/ case mix situations with special needs. We discussed our philosophy in the international and Endo-ERN endorsed CAPITAL (Care for Pituitary Adenoma Leiden) MDT workshops, which were unfortunately interrupted by COVID but which will be restarted in the near future. 

We offer an insight in our research and clinic / our way of shared decision making, treatment, and outcome evaluation in an research internship. 

Program: 
- Opportunity to participate in a clinical trial, write systematic review or case report or start Endo-ERN research project / evaluation with the topic pituitary diseases. 
- Monodisciplinary outpatient clinic + intervision (chronic endocrinological care) 
- Nurse outpatient clinic (nurse care, chronic care protocols) 
- Case manager tasks (in and outpatient clinic, the perioperative protocol) 
- Multidisciplinary clinic (with endocrinologist and neurosurgeon, focus on shared decision making) 
- Weekly pituitary meeting (discussion of active patients, surgery, early postop, problems between neurosurgeon and endocrinologist) 
- 2 monthly MDT meeting (discussion with MDT including radiology) 
- 1 monthly 6 mnd evaluation of surgery meeting 
- Ad hoc functional imaging meeting (discussion difficult cases, internally, or internationally) 
- Transsphenoidal surgery - Neuro-ophthalmology clinic 
- CPMS (virtual) case discussion with ERN network (self-prepared) 
- Discussion between LUMC and own center on difficult case exchange 

1. Contact person – apart from yourself as the main contact and mentor, please provide us with the contact of a junior clinician working at your centre that will become the official contact person of the research observership programme. The contact person will be a valuable connection between your centre and the EYES coordinators and provide additional information about hosting and lodging that is necessary to ensure the maximal quality of our program.
Contact information junior clinician: dr. Eva Coopmans, MD, PhD (postdoctoral clinical researcher) e.c.coopmans@lumc.nl. 

1. Additional information and your Centre’s rules and regulations – please provide us with any additional information that may be specific to your centre or country that may be important to know in advance for our incoming ECI.
Starting period: 
Any moment. Currently, due to COVID, it depends on the country but we would need to have the standard requests: vaccination status for Hep B, COVID and a possible Mantoux/x-ray. Furthermore usually a declaration of good behaviour would be necessary.

Please send the above information TO eyesoprogram@gmail.com by 12th November. 
For any further questions or suggestions contact us at eyesoprogram@gmail.com 

Kind regards,
Eva Coopmans and Lina Paschou – EYES Co-Chairs
Antoan Stefan Šojat  - EYES Observership Programme Lead 
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